Ser. No. 09/876,156 
Group Art Unit 6713 
Examiner Boris Benenson 


CWD-5016 
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Claims 1-3, 5-11 and 14-40 are pending in this application. Claims 1-3, 5-7, 17-20 and 
35-40 have been allowed. Dependent claims 15 and 24-26 were found to be allowable. Claims 
8-11, 14, 16, 21-23 and 27-35 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,040,967 to DiSalvo. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal 
of the rejection in view of the following remarks. 

Applicants have amended independent claim 8 to incorporate the features of allowable 
claim 15 and independent claim 21 has been amended to include the features of allowable claim 
25. Dependent claim 16 has been amended to improve form and to more precisely define 
features of the invention. Independent claim 29 has been amended to include features similar to 
allowable claim 25. No new matter has been addded by any of these amendments. In view of the 
foregoing amendments, the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) is moot. 

Applicants therefore believe that all claims pending in this application are allowable and 

request that this case be passed to issue. However, if any issue remains to be resolved, 

Applicants request that the Examiner telephone the undersigned. 
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